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Numbers were down a little this year but I’m sure all who attended enjoyed themselves. Comments 
received would indicate that the food was the best ever and the quality of the gifts was good. The 
guests also seemed to enjoy the experience. The Committee members would like to thank all who 
attended for the extra thought put into gift selection this year. 
Now we have to wait until the end of January to show off all those blooms again. What to do with 
those that flower until then? Maybe the neighbours will be interested! (or put a photo in the new 
“Show and Tell” section)? 
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                                              MEETINGS      

                                      CULTURAL MEETING/XMAS PARTY    

Committee Meeting 

This is held on the first Tuesday of the month (Feb 2nd) at the Bribie Island Bowls Club on Welsby 
Parade, Bongaree. The meeting commences at 1 pm. Just a reminder - any financial member may 
attend the Committee Meetings. 

Cultural Meeting 
Held on the fourth Tuesday of the month (Jan 26th) at the Ningi Community Hall on Bribie Island 
Rd. The meeting begins at 1.30 pm.  

New Growers Meeting 

Held on the last Saturday of the month (Jan 30th) at the Church of Christ hall on the cnr of Foley 
Street & Fifth Ave. The meeting begins at 1.30 pm.  

                       Happy New Year 



    DATES 

Local Calendar 

26 Jan BIOS Cultural Meeting 1.30pm 

30 Jan BIOS New Growers Meeting 1.30pm 

20 Feb STOCQ AGM, Uniting Church Hall, Gympie 

26-28 Feb QLD International Orchid Fair 

2-3 April BIOS Easter Orchid Show 

23-24 April Sunshine Coast Show  

1-2 May Gympie Show 

7-8 May Noosa Show 

12-14 June Caloundra Golden Orchidfest and STOCQ Meeting (Bus Trip planned) 

20 March Bus trip to Bonsai and Bromeliad Nurseries 

National/International Shows. 
7-11 March 2010, Taiwan International Orchid Show (at least two 10 day tours take in this Show. 
Cost approx $2500-2900)  
 
20-24 March 2010, 10th Asia Pacific Orchid Conference and 20th China Orchid Show, Chongqing, 
China 
 
7-12 May 2010, Orchid Getaway Tour to Taiwan/Singapore, organised by All Way Travel, Cost 
$3495 twin share, Contact 33444555 (email-stt@allwaytravel.com.au). 
 
Queen’s birthday weekend 12-14 June, 2010 is the STOCQ “Golden Orchidfest’ hosted by Sun-
shine Coast, OS Caloundra Inc. at the Kawana Lakes Community Centre. 
 
25-29 August 2010, 6th Australasian Native Orchid conference and Show to be held at Newcastle 
Panther’s Club. (the Editor has details for anyone interested). 
 
6-13 Sept 2010, 6th NZ International Orchid Extravaganza in Palmerston North (registration now 
open). 
 
14-23 Nov 2011, 20th World Orchid Conference, Singapore. 
10-16 Sept 2012, 19th AOC Conference and Show, Perth (more info at website 
www.waorchids.iinet.net.au/19th_AOC_Conference.htm - note underscores before and after AOC) 



PLANNED BUS TRIPS 

COMMITTEE NEWS 

NEW GROWER NEWS 

At the moment the only trips planned are those in the calendar (on 20th  March and 12th June) but 
more are being considered, (incl possibly the Wondai Garden Expo and Sth Burnett Orchid Show on 
17th April) and all will be revealed with details by Di at our next Cultural Meeting. 

At the December meeting there was discussion regarding a suggestion to investigate the feasibility 
of holding a combined show with one of the Garden Clubs and the Bromeliad Society. 
Raffle tickets for the forthcoming Caloundra Golden Orchidfest have been received. The prizes are 
3 magnificent works of art, a painting, a quilt and a cross stitch picture. 
The Committee is considering whether to apply for community awards and QOS service awards for 
some members this year which would be announced at the AGM. Any suggestions would be appre-
ciated.  
At the January meeting discussion centred on our fast approaching Easter Show and the state of 
play with the new clubhouse (which will be explained at the next Cultural Meeting). Pam Board also 
attended to show the members the beautiful Sheila Wilson Trophy which Pam has generously do-
nated. 
 
Regarding the Easter Show Val needs to know how many people will be available to sell raffle 
tickets so she can book the venues. 
Floral Art themes will be advised in the next issue of the Bulletin and will include an Easter theme. 
It will not be necessary to include orchids in the arrangements and exhibitors are reminded not to 
remove displays before the presentations. 
Also, orchid exhibitors are reminded that all exhibits must have been in their possession for at 
least 6 months. 
The Catering Committee have asked that all attendees with special dietary requirements advise 
these to one of the members in advance of the first evening so that they can have the meals pre-
pared in time. 

          An enjoyable Christmas Party was the format for the final 2009 meeting on 28th November. Two 
challenging competitions prepared by Don and Margaret  kept the 30 attendees occupied for some time. 
But, as always, the highlight was the rolling raffle which again provided lots of fun and prizes. Thanks 
to all who donated items for the raffle which resulted in another healthy contribution to the Soci-
ety’s  funds.  The first meeting for 2010 will be on 30th January at the C. of C. Hall at 1.30 p.m. We will 
be arranging for several experienced growers to give their advice on the most suitable watering arrange-
ments for growing orchids in our area. 

            Don and Margaret thank all those who attended, contributed and supported the New Growers in 
2009 and we look forward to another interesting and educational year. Happy New Year to you all. 



HAPPY NEW YEAR to you all. I hope you have now recovered from your Christmas and New Year 
festivities. Time to back into routine of tending our orchids. Mine have certainly been neglected. 
Guess what, I have lots of lovely flowering orchids at the moment but no shows in sight. I thought 
it might be just me but Secretary Lynn is complaining of the same thing. Is it just a Woorim issue?  
Looking forward to seeing you all at our first Cultural Meeting for the year on 26th January at 
1.30pm at Ningi Hall. As it is Australia Day, for a bit of fun, wear something Aussie and bring some 
Aussie fare for afternoon tea. 

JUDY’S JOTTINGS 

NOTICES 

Orchid Auction 
The AOC is holding a silent auction of quality flasks and community pots.These have been donated 
to raise funds for the AOC. Bids close on 11th Jan. The list is too long to be included here but is 
available from John Stokes. Includes cymbidiums, dendrobiums, Phallies(3) and Sarc (1). Total of-
fered is 14 lots. 
 
One of our kitchen aprons has gone walkabout. Has anyone seen it? 

AUDIO-VISUAL PRESENTATIONS AT MEETINGS? 
 
 
 
It is getting harder to find speakers for our cultural meetings and the Committee would be inter-
ested to hear from members whether there would be any interest in supplementing the speaker 
programme with AV presentations available on loan from the Australian Orchid Council. 
There are about 200 different presentations available ranging from orchids in the wild and in inter-
national collections and botanical gardens to individual genera and awarded orchids. A full printed 
list could be made available to anyone interested. Formats vary incl Powerpoint, DVD and slides. 



Firstly congratulations to Mel for his first flowering of his own cross, Ascda. Lockie Joe, and a lovely 
thing it is. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
My own strange Bulb. barbigerum is in flower. To quote the Orchid Species Encyclopedia “in the 
1700’s this plant was put forward as a missing link between plant and animal,  it moves, wiggles, 
jerks and bobs. Looks as if it could talk.” Also known as “bearded bulbophyllum”. 
And I have to include a photo of my Phrag. besseae cross.!  
 

Our society has received a generous donation 
of a very large orchid which will be broken up 
and distributed to members at a New Growers 
meeting. Anyone recognise it? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(if you would like to contribute a photo and a bit of text to this section 

please send to the editor or I can come and take a photo for you.) 

 
John Hopgood reported on the last STOCQ meeting at our Dec Committee Meeting and advised that 
STOCQ had agreed to extend its boundaries northwards as far as Rockhampton. 
 
Eleven judges convened at Mal Rivers house on 30th Dec to assess orchids for awards. 
Two orchids were awarded: 
C. guttata var. leopoldii, owned by John Salway. Awarded AM. 
Paph. Honey, owned by Darryl Banks. Awarded HCC.E 

 
. 
 

Phrag. besseae ‘Flying Bird’ 
x Hanah Popow 

Bulb. Barbigerum 

Ascda. Lockie Joe 

SHOW AND TELL 

STOCQ NEWS 

Alan Alvis has been re-appointed as 
State Registrar of Judges for 2010 



 ORCHID SNIPPETS 

State of the Nation 
Lately I’ve been browsing old issues of orchid magazines. 
Very interesting and informative! 
I’ve discovered that 20 years ago there were about 50 orchid nurseries advertising in the Austra-
lian Orchid Review and as far as I can determine only 6 of them are still in business today. I won-
der why? Is there less interest in orchid keeping these days or is it just a very tough business to 
succeed in? 
And the survivors are?-Robertsons, Aranbeem, Royale, Easy, Mt Beenak and Florafest/Woolf(?). 
 
Humidity 
“Air has the peculiar property of being able to hold more moisture as its temperature is increased, 
and less as it is decreased, but it is important to note that up to the saturation point the actual 
amount of moisture remains the same-it is the holding power which alters. 
For example, a condition of 15°C at 65%RH means that the air is holding 65% of its maximum at 
that temperature. If the air is heated to 20°C the RH becomes 90%(shouldn’t the percentage be 
less?). The moisture content remains the same.” ( extract from article by Dr. Robert Hall in Austra-
lian Orchid Review Oct 1995). 
 
Dockrillia vs Dendrobium 
The main characteristics which separate Dockrillia from Dendrobium include: 

Succulent leaves, which are often terete and cylindrical in cross-section 
Lack of pseudobulbs 
Predominantly pendant growth habit, particularly on older plants 
Flowers one to few on an inflorescence, off the previous season’s mature growth 
Flowers generally non-resupinate (not supine/upside down/facing upwards - most orchid buds 

have the labellum uppermost in the early stage of development but twist to open with the 
labellum pointing down, non-resupinate orchids do not do this) with the labellum uppermost  

(extract from article by David Banks in Australian Orchid Review April/May 2003) 
 
Species Show 
During a quick visit to the Species Show in November I was enthralled 
to see all the specimen size plants of my babies. 
Barry Kable won Champion Specimen with a huge Maxillaria tenuifolia 
(coconut orchid) covered in blooms. 
And the most expensive plant on the sale benches was a well-
advanced Bulbophyllum fletcherianum at only $175. I was almost 
tempted!  
 
 
Hybrids or Clones 
In one of those old magazines someone was arguing that it is preferable to buy a hybrid flask with 
good parentage than mericlones. His logic was that with an awarded clone chances are that by the 
time you have a flowering plant to bench your clone will have been overtaken by something newer 
and better.  
Whereas with a flask of hybrids there is always a chance that one will be the next champion. Of 
course you will almost certainly get some dogs as well. Make sense? 
 
Sphagnum Moss 
“Drying out  is definitely not recommended with plants grown in sphagnum moss. The dried moss 
will shed water as if it is waterproof.” 
(extract of article by Wal Murphy in Orchids Australia Oct 1996) 
 
Cymbidiums 
“The temperature (for most cymbidiums) needs to fall to 13°C or lower over a succession of nights 
in December and January to induce (most) cymbidiums to flower.” 
(extract from article by Brian Milligan in Australian Orchid Review Feb/Mar 2006) 

Maxillaria tenuifolia 



(This article is reprinted from the Rockhampton Orchid Society Inc Newsletter – and was reprinted 

in the Maryborough District Orchid Society Inc. December Newsletter and the Noosa Newsletter so I 

thought it must be worth including in ours also) 

“Does your favourite vanda look like a dwarf palm tree…a long, bare trunk, a cluster of leaves at 
the top and a mess of roots at the bottom? Or is it so oversized that it would take a low-loader to 
transport it to the next show? Help is near! That help starts with “topping” – a procedure designed 
to start the process of getting rid of the “palm tree effect” or to reduce the plant to a manageable 
size. 
“Topping” means what it says…it literally means cutting the top off the plant. If we do that, will the 
plant survive? That depends on how we deal with each section of the plant. Generally speaking 
(and this is particularly so for strap- leafed types), there will not be any roots on the top section 
and if the plant has Thai disease, no leaves on the bottom section. Let’s assume that this is the 
case. 
If we are to maximise the chances of both sections surviving we therefore need to treat the top in a 
way that encourages the roots to develop and treat the bottom in a way that encourages the leaves 
to develop. The following system has been proven to be very effective in solving both these 
problems: 
1. Using sterile secateurs, completely sever the stem about 3-4” below the lowest uninfected leaf 
(in the case of the “palm tree effect”) or at the required height (for oversized plants). In the 
latter case cut away the leaves on the bottom 3-4” so as to leave a bare stem. 
2. Treat all cut surfaces with a broad-spectrum fungicide paste (eg., Mancozeb) or tree wound 
dressing. This process helps to protect each section against infection like devastating rhizome 
rot fungi, such as Fusarium, Pythium or Rhyzoctonia. 
3. Wrap the bare top section in moist, long strand sphagnum moss that has been lightly dusted 
with root-stimulating hormone powder (eg.,Take Root or Rootex) on the side that will wrap 
against the stem. Alternatively, the powder can be applied to the bare stem. Either way, treat 
the top as you would if you were taking a hardwood cutting from your favourite garden plant. 
4. Push the sphagnum-wrapped stem into about a 3” diameter tube pot to which a suitable hanger 
is attached. A tube about 4-5” deep is suitable depending on the length of bare stem. The 
sphagnum should be packed fairly tightly into the tube so that it is in close contact with all of 
the stem in the tube. 
5. Cover the surface of the sphagnum with medium sized diatomite (or similar medium) to prevent 
the sphagnum becoming covered in algal growth. Support the plant by tying it to the pot 
hanger. 
6. Hang the potted plant in a cool, airy, protected position in about 30-40% filtered sun. 
7. Water sufficiently regularly to keep the sphagnum moist but not waterlogged. It is 
advantageous to apply foliar fertilizer on a weekly basis. 
Roots can be expected to develop over the next couple of months. It is then time to shift the plant 
into about 50% filtered sun and to apply some 8-9 month slow release fertilizer to the surface of 
the medium.  
The fully rooted plant will be ready for transfer to your favourite medium in about 12 
months. At repotting, remove excess sphagnum but leave some around any roots that have 
developed in it. This will assist with their survival. The best time for “topping” is from late 
September to February. This allows time for sufficient root development to enable the plant to 
withstand the effects of winter. Success is unlikely if the plant is “topped” when dormant. 
It should be remembered that unless the original cause of the “palm tree effect” is controlled, the 
newly resurrected plant will once again return to the original condition. 
What happens to the bare bottom section depends mainly on the vigour of the plant before 
“topping” occurred. If the plant was in a good, healthy condition (as is the usual state with oversize 
plants), dormant buds along the stem can be expected to develop into keikis. The application of 
keiki paste to some of the dormant eyes will aid in this process. Any keikis can be removed once 
they develop a vigorous root system. However, if the original plant has been severely affected by 
Thai disease, the bare bottom section may not have enough energy to produce keikis, or if they do 
begin to grow, may be too weak to survive for long enough to develop roots. If this is the case, the 
wheelie bin is the best option! 
Terete and semi-terete vandas respond well to “topping”. These types often have roots almost to 
the top of the plant which can then be removed without the need for hormone treatment. However, 
if the roots are absent, use of the above procedures produces the same excellent results as they 
do with the strap-leaved types.” 
 

 TOPPING VANDAS 



 HEAT STRESS 

 
I thought it might be appropriate given our weather lately to do a bit of research on how heat 
stress affects orchids and this is what I found. 
Like people, orchids, especially those that prefer cooler, shadier environments, can suffer from heat 
stress during the hot summer months. The midday sun is intense, especially during the summer, 
and the high temperatures that bright sunshine brings can burn your orchids quickly, especially the 
more sensitive types such as phalaenopsis, pleurothallids, paphiopedilums and miltonias. 
Heat stress is a condition that occurs in orchids and other plants when excessive heat causes an 
imbalance in transpiration, the process by which moisture evaporates from the plant’s tissues. 
When that rate of evaporation exceeds the pace at which moisture is being replaced through water 
taken up by the orchid’s roots, the plant becomes dehydrated — leaves soft and wilted, pseu-
dobulbs wrinkled and ridged. The instinctive response in this situation is to overwater the orchid to 
correct the dehydration. This can instead make matters worse by rotting the plant’s root system, 
further hampering its ability to take in much-needed hydration. The roots can only absorb so much 
water at one time. In addition to watering, control of heat and humidity play a significant role in 
the prevention and management of heat stress. 
Signs of Heat Stress 
These symptoms may appear singly, even in otherwise fairly healthy orchids. When they appear in 
combination, however, it is usually an indication of heat stress or an underlying problem (such as 
root loss) that has lead to heat stress. 
Yellowing of plants and leaves, Withered leaves, Sunburn, Shrivelled pseudobulbs (note– J&P Or-
chids maintain that wrinkled pseudobulbs indicate poor roots and shrivelled means too dry), Leath-
ery leaves. 
(extracted from article by Susan Jones on American Orchid Society website) 
Humidity 
Our advice is to keep humidity high. Fine misting, not watering, is required. If the shade is 80% or 
more, misting the leaves is not dangerous, it will not burn them. Just the opposite: it will cool the 
leaves. Misting is very efficient and approved by most water distribution companies. Air movement 
must be good or you will end up with a sauna.  
(extracted from Mt Beenak website) 
Fogging vs Misting 
The difference between fog and mist is the particle size generated.  
Any water droplet smaller than 50 microns is considered fog. There is 'wet' fog and 'dry' fog. Wet 
fog has a particle size in the range of 10-50 microns. Dry fog is produced by ultrasonic systems 
and has particles in the range of 2-10 microns.  
Dry fogging systems use very little water, but they do require a high quality supply as they are 
prone to clogging.  
Foggers and misters can be used to cool plants (through evaporation) and/or increase humidity 
thus avoiding the worst effects of heat stress without overwatering. 



 NOT ELSEWHERE INCLUDED 

Smile Time 
These have been voted “world’s funniest jokes”. Don’t know that I agree but it does get me off the 
hook for choosing this month. 
Australia's funniest joke (according to Yahoo.com) Q What's brown and sticky? A stick. 
The world's funniest joke? Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson go camping, and pitch their tent under 
the stars. During the night, Holmes wakes his companion and says: "Watson, look up at the stars, 
and tell me what you deduce." Watson says: "I see millions of stars, and even if a few of those have 
planets, it's quite likely there are some planets like Earth, and if there are a few planets like Earth 
out there, there might also be life."Holmes replies: "Watson, you idiot. Somebody stole our tent. 
 
Know Your Species 
And the answers are: 
Paph. Leeanum (Primary Hybrid-insigne x spicerianum), Paph. Villosum (Species), Den. Superbiens 
(Species), Den. Hilda Poxon (Primary Hybrid-speciosum x tetragonum), Den. Mousmee (Primary 
Hybrid-furcatum x thursiflorum), Den. Delicia (Complex Hybrid-Bundaberg Flame x Patricia’s Heart), 
Cal. Triplicata (Species-Xmas Orchid), Cal. Veitchii (Primary Hybrid-rosea x vestita), C. Intermedia 
(Species), C. Resplendens (Primary Hybrid-granulosa x schilleriana), Bulb.Fascination (Primary Hy-
brid-fascinator x longissimum), Bulb. Rothschildianum (Species), Epi. Ibaguense (Species), Brs. Rex 
(Primary Hybrid-verrucosa x gireoudiana). Den. Nobile (Species), Cym. Bicolor(Species), V. Tricolor 
(Species), Den. Discolor (Species). 
 

MEMBERS’ NEWS 

January is a busy month for birthdays. Those known to us are: Tom & Bev Pritchard, Judith Horton, 
Val Anderson, Merle Mitchell, George Bourne, Diann Sirett, Ian & Florence McLaren, John Knight, 
Malcolm Hauck, Stephanie Maller, Pam Board, Wal & Jean Corney. 
VALE NOTICE 
It is my sad duty to advise the passing of Ron Powell’s mother, Ann. Ann was a member of BIOS in 
the early days up until she became too ill to attend meetings. After that she was cared for by Ron 
up until she recently transferred to an outside care facility. 
Wal Corney has made a remarkable recovery from a recent stroke. Well done Wal and best wishes 
for continuing improvement. And I know Ian McLaren is a no fuss sort of guy but I hope he won’t 
mind me sending our best wishes for a successful outcome to his hospital visit. 
Most of the Christmas travellers have now returned to prepare their plants for another big year of 
shows. 
A big BIOS welcome to new members Dries and Tina Walterfang from Sandstone Point (Pot No. 43) 
and Maureen and Les Skipper from Woorim (Pot No. 33). 
(Contributions for this section would be much appreciated. Any member news you wish to record in 
these pages including, birthdays, anniversaries, births, deaths, illnesses etc.) 
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