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Another hot one but still a good roll-up of dedicated members and some nice plants benched, the 

stand-out being John and Bev’s Ascda. Ken Kone which won Judge’s and Popular choices. 
Treasurer Ian reported that with the help of a generous bridging loan from one of our foundation 
members financing of the first stage of our building is assured without the risk of any liquidity 
problems. 

Mel and Lynn tried valiantly to show us Mel’s slides from his trip to the Werribee National Confer-
ence but technology was against us on the day. 
Bev was interested for the members to choose the most aromatic orchid which may be worth con-
sidering in future? Judges were T. Davis, M. Wheeler, J. Hopgood, J. Stokes. 

At the STOCQ AGM the previous weekend the expansion of the STOCQ boundary up as far as Rock-
hampton was confirmed making STOCQ one of the biggest orchid entities in Australia with 19 affili-
ates in total. More than 100 people attended the AGM which was an excellent response. 

All office holders accepted to stay on for another year including our own Mel Wheeler as Registrar. 
After the AGM Shane Snow gave an excellent presentation on growing dendrobiums, in particular 
spatulata type. Judging by the quality of the plants he had for sale we could certainly learn a lot 
from him. 

The BIOS attendees then visited the collection of Doug Wilson, which was impressive, before re-
turning home. 
Next STOCQ meeting to be held at Boyne Tannum on 6th November. 

                                   FEBRUARY CULTURAL MEETING AND STOCQ                      

Committee Meeting 

This is held on the first Tuesday of the month (Apr 6th) at the Bribie Island Bowls Club on Welsby 

Parade, Bongaree. The meeting commences at 1 pm. Just a reminder - any financial member may 
attend the Committee Meetings. 

Cultural Meeting 

Held on the fourth Tuesday of the month (Mar 23rd) at the Ningi Community Hall on Bribie Island 

Rd. The meeting begins at 1.30 pm.  

New Growers Meeting 

Held on the last Saturday of the month (Mar 27th). Held at the Church of Christ hall on the cnr of 
Foley Street & Fifth Ave. The meeting begins at 1.30pm. 
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JANUARY BENCHING RESULTS 
                                               FEBRUARY BENCHING RESULTS 

  1st (Plant Name) 1st 2nd 3rd 

Cattleya .       

Exhibition C. Fitz Eugene Dixon D&M Neldner G. Cooper J. Sawaryn 

Miniature/compact C. Angel Queen (Lc. Bonanza 

Queen x Slc. Bright Angel) 

J&J Stokes D&M Neldner J&B Hopgood 

Novelty Lc. Netrasiri Doll J&B Hopgood J. Sawaryn D&M Neldner 

Cluster C. Fantasia Jibara J&J McKinnon J&B Hopgood W&J Corney 

Dendrobium     

Any Other Den. Chao Praya x Den. Somsak D&M Neldner D&M Neldner J&B Hopgood 

Vandaceous     

Over 60mm V. Intan x Jennie Hashimoto D&M Neldner   

Under 60mm Ascda. Ken Kone J&B Hopgood J&B Hopgood J&B Hopgood 

Other Vasco. Prapawan J&J Stokes   

Phalaenopsis     

Species Doritis pulcherrima M&F Wheeler M&F Wheeler J&B Hopgood 

Paphiopedilum     

Any Other Paph. Amandahill x Godefroyae J&J Stokes   

Miscellaneous     

Hybrid Ctsm. Marge Soule J&J Stokes J&J Stokes  

Species Thecostele alata J&B Hopgood J&J Stokes  

Aust Natives     

Species Den. Bigibbum v. compactum J&B Hopgood W&J Corney S. Maller 

Novice     

Cattleya any type C. Narooma x Lulu I&C Macqueen I&C Macqueen I&C Macqueen 

Hybrid any other Milt. Guanabara (Milt. Regnelli x 

Anne Warne) 

I&C Macqueen   

Species Enc. ciliare I&C Macqueen   

Foliage     

Anthurium Unknown D&M Neldner D&M Neldner D&M Neldner 

Tillandsia Unknown M&V Anderson P. Board M&V Anderson 

Caladium Unknown P. Board P. Board  

Ferns Haresfoot P. Board D&M Neldner  

Bromeliad Mercury P. Board P. Board P. Board 

Foliage other Aglaonema  M&V Anderson P. Board P. Board 

Spatulata and Intermediate Den. Mickey ‘Mew’ S. maller I&F McLaren M&V Anderson 

Oncidium Alliance     

Oncidium Any other Onc. Liz M&F Wheeler M&F Wheeler 

 

 

Oncidium Species Odcdm. uniwai (maculatum x 

cariniferum) 

S. Maller J&J Stokes  

Alliance Any Other Aiceara Dorothy Oka M&L Hauck S. Maller J&J Stokes 

Dockrillea species/hybrid Den. X superbiens S. Maller S. Maller S. Maller 

Terrestial Hybrid or Species Spath plicata D&M Neldner   



                            DATES TO REMEMBER             

Local Calendar 

20 March Nambour Autumn Show 

20 March Bus trip to Bonsai and Bromeliad Nurseries 

23 Mar BIOS Cultural Meeting 1.30pm 

27 Mar BIOS New Growers Meeting 1.30pm 

2-3 April BIOS Easter Orchid Show 

10-11 April EDOS Show. Set up 9th. 

17 April Proposed bus trip to Wondai 

23-24 April Sunshine Coast Show  

30 April Bunnings sausage sizzle 

1-2 May Gympie Show 

7-8 May Noosa Show 

8-9 May Pumicestone Show 

12-14 June Caloundra Golden Orchidfest and STOCQ Meeting (Bus Trip planned) 

9-11 July Caboolture Show –set up 8th 

29 May Bus Trip to Frizzo’s 

National/International Shows. 

7-12 May 2010, Orchid Getaway Tour to Taiwan/Singapore, organised by All Way Travel, Cost 

$3495 twin share, Contact 33444555 (email-stt@allwaytravel.com.au). 
Queen’s birthday weekend 12-14 June, 2010 is the STOCQ “Golden Orchidfest’ hosted by Sun-
shine Coast, OS Caloundra Inc. at the Lake Kawana Community Centre. 

11-13 June, Townsville Tropical Queensland Council Conference and Show 
15-22 July, 3rd Singapore Garden Festival and Singapore Orchid Show. 
25-29 August 2010, 6th Australasian Native Orchid conference and Show to be held at Newcastle 
Panther’s Club. (the Editor has details for anyone interested). 

6-13 Sept 2010, 6th NZ International Orchid Extravaganza in Palmerston North (registration now 
open). 
6 Nov 2010-25 Apr 2011, (Indoor Floriculture Competition 6-28 Nov) Taipei Intl Gardening and 
Horticulture Expo. Group packages being arranged by Travel Masters at Nerang. More details from 

Editor. 
14-23 Nov 2011, 20th World Orchid Conference, Singapore. 

10-16 Sept 2012, 19th AOC Conference and Show, Perth (more info at website 

www.waorchids.iinet.net.au/19th_AOC_Conference.htm - note underscores before and after AOC) 



                                                     PLANNED BUS TRIPS 

. 

Saturday 20th March 2010 - Starting time 8.30am. 
We are going to Talbot Lodge Bromeliads at Caboolture. We will arrive there in time for morning 

tea. 
Departing there at 11.30am for The Caboolture Sports Club where you can pur-
chase  lunch. ( prices start at about $7.50) 
We will dine there until 1pm then continue on to Northside Bonsai Nursery at Burpengary where tea 

and coffee will be provided.  
The one low price of $20 guarantees a great day. Morning  and Afternoon tea is provided. ( Lunch 
not included in this price.) 
Pick-up commences at 19 Eighth Ave Woorim at 8.30am, then the Library at 8.35am, then Verdoni 

Street Mower Centre 8.40am and then the last pick-up at the  Bus Stop  in front of the Ningi Shop-
ping Centre at 8.50am.(These times are approximate). 
We anticipate returning to Bribie at about 3.30 pm. 

Saturday 17th April 2010 - Starting time 7am. 
(Subject to sufficient numbers!) 
We will be travelling to The Wondai Garden Expo and Orchid Show  (two different venues within a 2 
minute walk) in Wondai, with a lunch Venue to be determined there. 

Note: This is a 3 hour trip each way passing through some picturesque landscape along the way. 
The cost of $40 covers  the cost of the Air-Conditioned Coach plus entry to both shows and morn-
ing tea (Not lunch). Food venues are available at the Garden Expo or the Wondai Orchid Society 

have offered a 2 course smorgasbord lunch at a restaurant for $15. Expressions of interest are 
needed as soon as possible to confirm this offer. Also, while in Wondai we may even be able to 
take in a visit to a winery or two for a few sample tastes. 
Pick-ups commence  at 7am at Woorim with all the regular pick-ups following. 

We anticipate returning to Bribie at about 5.30 pm 
Saturday 29th May 2010—Starting time 8.00am 
This is a New Growers’ afternoon and All are welcome. We are going to Frizzo’s at the Glass House 
Mountains. They have many greenhouses and many years of experience. 

The bus will cost $20 with normal pick-up points from 8th Ave Woorim commencing 12.30pm and 
we will be arriving back at Bribie at about 5.00pm. Afternoon tea will be provided. 
Saturday 12th June  2010 - Starting time 8am 

This trip takes us to The Caloundra Orchid Society Golden Orchid Fest at Lake Kawana Community 
Centre where it promises to be a huge show. 
The cost of $33 covers the coach, entrance to the Fest and Morning Tea. A light lunch will be avail-
able to purchase at the Venue at a cost of about $5 or the majority may choose to go to the RSL at 

a cost of about $ 8.    
Pick-ups commence  at 8am at Woorim with all the regular pick-ups following. 
We anticipate returning to Bribie at about 4.30pm. 

We need your support and attendance to make these trips successful . So please ask your friends, 
family and neighbours, but do come along and enjoy the experience. 
For information and bookings phone Diann or Allan Sirett on 34081130. 
P.S. We have an opportunity to go to The Savoyards Musical "42nd  Street" being performed on 

Saturday 19th June for a matinee performance at a total cost of $55 each for the coach and admis-
sion to the Theatre.  This promises to be a great opportunity to see a truly professional perform-

ance. We urgently require expressions of interest as soon as possible to allow us to finalize details. 



                                                    JUDY’S JOTTINGS 

                                                   EASTER SHOW 

 

This is shaping up to be a big fundraising event for the society now that the new home is becoming 

a reality so we are calling for an extra special effort from all our members so dig deep people (to 
the extent you can of course). 

Themes for flower arrangements are (1) An Easter Arrangement-He is Risen (any flowers may be 

used) and (2) Foliage in Autumn tones. 

Everyone is encouraged to donate cooking ingredients or cash for same to one of the Catering 
Committee. 

The Show Schedule is now on the website. 

Sponsorships for the various classes are an important aspect of fundraising and payment for 
these to Treasurer Ian as soon as possible would be appreciated. 

.Prize amounts are shown below and you can sponsor as many or as few of these as you are able. 

You can also nominate the class you wish to sponsor.  
 

 

Attention Novices 

We particularly would like to encourage all nov-
ices to bench plants at our shows. It is not hard. 

Just turn up at around 4.30pm on the Thursday 
with your plant(s) and someone from the Com-
mittee will be happy to guide you through the 
process.  
 

 

 

White Elephant Stall—this is a new addition to the Show. Donations are sought of items with 
some intrinsic value (ie saleable). Delivery on Friday morning (priced if you wish) and collected 
Saturday after presentations if not sold. Anything not collected will be donated to charity. Please 
support this new initiative. 

Champion Orchid of 

Show     

 

Reserve Champion                $20 

Champion Species                 $10 

Champion Specimen              $5 

Champion Foliage                   

Champion Floral 

Art               

 

$100  

$50 

$40 

$40 

$40 

$40 

Class 

Prizes 

First 

Second 

Third 

 

 

Great News!!!! Since the decision was made to start building our home, the tree has been felled, 
the building contract signed and deposit paid. Once the stump is removed and the ground levelled - 

it's all systems go.  
Have you read February's Orchids Australia magazine. Woh! Two stories of our Q150 year. Will be 
ever stop singing the praises of our secretary Lynn. She's a GEM. She also secured us coverage in 
Qld Council of Garden Clubs Newsletter. With Gwendella doing so well on the local front we are cer-

tainly well-served for publicity. 
The STOCQ AGM was held in Gympie on Sat. 20th. the Committee was re-elected and our Mel 
Wheeler is still the Registrar of Judges. Oh! yes, must announce John Stokes and yours truly have 
been elevated to AOC Associate Judges. Gee! now there's just three years to go.  

Hard to believe that our Easter Show is just under a month away. With the White Elephant Stall 
being a new addition, it's time Ladies and Gents to clear out our cupboards of those unused and 
unwanted items.  

Yes, I know that's more work for us all. Cheers 



                                                  SHOW AND TELL 

No obstacle too great for this bunch! 

Show Champion at Aspley Show was 
Paph. St Swithin x Toni Semple which 

is the same cross benched by Wal and 
Jean Corney at our Jan Cultural Meet-
ing. Plant in background is Rctm. 
Ladda Gold which was awarded Cham-

pion Specimen. 

Lynn nominated 
this example of  

C. Fitz Eugene 
Dixon for Show 
and Tell but it 
was actually her 

Aliceara Dorothy 
Oka that took out 
the first. Did 
those judges get 

it wrong again! 

Judges and 
Popular Choices 

was Ascda. Ken 
Kone benched 
by that intrepid 
duo B&J. 

Popular 
Choice in 

the Foli-
age sec-
tion was 
Pam 

Board’s 
Caladium 



                                             COMEDY CORNER 

                                                  

 

March birthdays revealed secretly to the editor are:  Maureen Elliot, Gwenda Davis, Vic Horton, Ian 
Macqueen. Happy Birthday one and all. 

                                                  NEW GROWERS 

1.I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. Then it hit me. 
2. Police were called to a day care, where a three-year-old was resisting a rest. 

3. Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side was cut off? He’s all right now. 
4. The roundest knight at King Arthur’s round table was Sir Cumference. 
5. A bicycle can’t stand alone; it is two tired.  
6. Time flies like an arrow; fruit flies like a banana.  

7. The short fortune teller who escaped from prison was a small medium at large. 
8. If you don’t pay your exorcist you can get repossessed.  
9. A chicken crossing the road: poultry in motion.  
10. A thief fell and broke his leg in wet cement. He became a hardened criminal. 

11. Thieves who steal corn from a garden could be charged with stalking. 
12. When the smog lifts in Los Angeles , U. C. L. A.  
(reprinted with thanks from Seniors Holiday Travel Club Newsletter) 

Stephanie Maller’s Den. 

Mickey ‘Mew’was Judges’ 

Choice in Experienced Sec-

tion. 

Unfortunately Caroline Mac-

queen’s Den. oligophyllum 

which was chosen in 

Learner’s Section was too 

small for photo. (This minia-

ture species comes from Viet-

nam and Thailand.) 

In spite of the threat of rain, 30 keen orchid growers  met at Merv 
and Val Anderson’s on 27th Feb. Everyone was able to hear Merv 

explain his use of coconut fibre as part of the potting medium in his 
orchid growing. Though a bit squeezy, we all were comfortable un-
der the patio even when the downpour finally came. Thanks, Merv 
and Val for hosting the meeting. Secretary Lyn explained latest de-

velopments in our quest to build our own meeting place. Raffle win-
ners could chose from packets of fruit or orchids. Winners in the 
new growers competition were the Macqueens with fine plants. 
Steph Maller’s Den. Mickey Mew was judged the best in the Open 

section and the Mckinnons and Neldners plants were the other 
placegetters. Anderson’s  aglanaemea won the foliage section with 
Neldners second. Di Sirett encouraged support for the bus trips de-

tailed in the Bulletin. Afternoon tea was enjoyed while the rain 
poured down. Next meeting will be on 27th March at the C. of C. 
Hall and will probably feature a couple of DVD segments relating to 
Orchids. The May meeting will be a visit to Noela Frizzo’s Orchid 

Houses at Glasshouse and  at the July meeting Ann Sales will tell 
us about Orchids of the World. Make sure your orchids are carefully 
prepared for the Easter Show. 



                                   .THE INORGANIC/INERT ALTERNATIVE 

For those of struggling with poor root development, decomposing organic mixes,  poor air circula-
tion around the roots and other problems which may to some extent be caused by the mix type 

you are using, the following article may be food for thought, bearing in mind there is not much new 
under the sun and people have been growing orchids for a long time 
VERSAROCK® AS A POTTING MEDIUM FOR ORCHIDS  

by Wendy Witnish (reprinted from OSCOV website) 

 I would like to tell you about my experience with Versarock®, a product widely used in hydroponic 
horticulture. It is a naturally occurring 'premixed' ceramic that has a highly porous structure that 
won't aggregate when wet. The granules typically have 4, 5 or 6 faces that provide pore spaces be-
tween granules, allowing good aeration and infiltration. 

Versarock® interested me because its properties indicated that its use might take some of the hard 
work out of repotting and could perhaps eliminate repotting altogether, simply allowing me to keep 
potting on as my orchids grew. I began trialling three plants in January, 1996. Two months later 

these plants were doing quite well and I took the 'quantum leap' and repotted my entire collection 
of Australian natives and mixed genera into Versarock®. 
I decided I would use all Versarock® or no Versarock®. Some growers mix it with their other pot-
ting materials to provide better aeration but in my case it would have defeated the purpose. If I 

mixed it with bark, I would have not been able to pot on, as old bark would first have to be re-
moved. Versarock® is recyclable and can be sterilised but this would be difficult in the case of a 
Versarock®/bark mixture. Because Versarock® does not break down, I reasoned that it should be 

possible to pot small plants into large pots. This was a mistake because over-potting the plants did 
not establish a good root system. After repotting the orchids in smaller pots, they resumed growth 
very well. I've also found that my new 'mix' simplifies feeding with slow-release fertiliser - just tip 
off the top layer, add fertiliser and top up with Versarock®. It absorbs water very rapidly, so I 

hope that any tendency for root burn will be eliminated. 
Versarock® is clean to use; it contains no fines apart from a little powder that washes through on 
watering. It has a tendency to turn green on top but this is not a problem as it's a simple matter to 
replace the topmost layer with fresh Versarock®, giving the pot a fresh, clean appearance. There 

also seems to be no build-up of salts from continued fertiliser use. I've heard some growers say 
that slaters don't attack orchid roots but they and worms had a field day with some of my orchids, 
especially Sarcochilus, when they were potted in bark. Since potting in Versarock®, the problem 

has disappeared. I also hoped that it would deter snails but it hasn't! Most glasshouses have a 
mouldy smell, which I dislike. Versarock® has eliminated the mouldy smell and its use could there-
fore be an asset to those growers who are allergic to mould. Perhaps watering can be carried out 
less frequently when orchids are potted in Versarock® but I still water my plants as often as I did 

when using bark. If plants should dry out, they rewet very rapidly in Versarock®. 
With the exception of cymbidiums, which don't grow well for me, I've had real success with Ver-
sarock®. I've grown a plant of Encyclia cochleata since 1990 but it had never developed a good 

root system until I repotted it in Versarock®; now it is well established and flowers for months on 
end. Another success story is Stelis porschiana, which has flourished since I transferred it to Ver-
sarock®. Previously, it kept falling out of its pot because its roots were so poor. My pride and joy, 
Howeara Mini Primi, a past winner at an OSCOV show, is thriving and covered in spikes again this 

year. Laelias love Versarock®, as do oncidiums (including the equitant types), laeliocattleyas, sar-
cochilus and dendrobiums; even my cool growing paphiopedilums are doing well. 



(continued from previous page) 
Versarock® is available from several sources, including Duralite Pry. Ltd., 54 Old Dandenong Road, 

Heatherton (tel. 9551 6756). There are two grades, fine and coarse; I prefer the latter. “ 
 
(Notes from Editor – Duralite no longer sell Versarock due to freight 
costs. Some people do already use inorganic mixes solely (eg perlite, 

gravel, scoria, Maidenwell diatomite, spongite, crushed granite) or 
more commonly in combination with organic materials (eg bark and 
coir). And this is probably a variation of what is already available. The 
Maidenwell diatomite sounds very similar. Versarock seems however 

not to be readily available, at least not in coarse form. Supposedly it is 
mined at Chillagoe and sold by hydroponic supply stores but none I 
contacted sold it. And supposedly it is the sole ingredient of one of the 

types of kitty litter (clay type) sold everywhere. I looked at a couple of 
these but they are very fine and I would be concerned about compaction and they don’t look like 
the photo of Versarock. Also read some kitty litter may break down depending on what type of clay 
it is. Attapulgite is recommended for Bonsai growers. Confused? Anyway may be worth a try if you 

can find it, or something similar. Barry Kable knows of someone successfully growing orchids in 
10mm quarry gravel and I noticed again at last weekend’s International Orchid Fair that Alice’s 
Nursery from Townsville pot in a local gravel and Easy Orchids had Phallies potted in expanded clay 

pellets. Lot of variety out there when you look! At least these types of media should be more for-
giving if one over waters which I am prone to do.) 
 

 

 

That’s all, folks. 

 

(Note-Bulletins can be viewed in colour on our website) 
Contact Editor John ( phone 3408 9228 email stokes@sillyfrog.com) for more information on any of 

above items. 

DISCLAIMER While the Executive Committee and the editor of the BIOS Newsletter endeavour to 
ensure the accuracy of the content of this Newsletter, neither the editor nor the Executive Commit-

tee and members of BIOS can assume any responsibility or liability for the views expressed or in-
formation included in this Newsletter. 

Versarock 
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